FACTS AND FIGURES TO REMEMBER 


There are between 800,000 and 1,000,000 agricultural migrant laborers in the United States. This includes 


only the workers—multiply by two and one-half to find the total number of migrants. 


Approximately one-half of these are of Spanish-American background; one-fourth are Negro, and one-fourth 


Anglo. 


The migrant is treated as a “second-class” citizen. He is excluded from social security, unemployment insurance 


and many community benefits. 
The average size of the family is 5.7. 
The annual wage per family is less than $1500. 


“Good” housing is a shack 9’ x 12’... having two windows (often without glass), a door and a wooden floor. 


Bad housing is beyond description. 


Over 92% of the families have no ice or refrigeration for food preservation. 


Drinking water for one-third of the families is definitely unsafe. 


Unsanitary toilet and laundry facilities are the rule —- NOT the exception. 


Infant mortality is high, sometimes three to four times higher than the average. 


HUNGER! Hunger for food! Hunger for love! Hunger for recognition! This is the common lot of the migrant child. 


- AND HOW IT CAN BE DONE 


Churches are working together to expand their work 
with the migrants. Many are feeling the compulsion to 
include this Christian ministry as part of their evan- 


WHO CAN HELP MIGRANTS 


Churches, social agencies, employers, government, 
communities, everybody who eats migrant harvested 
foods — and that means all of us — share an obligation 
to migrants. 


Growers are helping by keeping housing up to stand- 
ard and accepting direct responsibility for the practices 
of their crew leaders and labor contractors. 


Groups within communities are working together 
to welcome the migrant, to open community services 
to him, and to give him a sense of participation in 
community life. 


By extension of protective legislation to include 
agricultural workers, by education of the public to un- 
derstand why migrant labor is needed and what are the 
consequences of mobility, by a change in community 
attitudes from resentment to acceptance, the problems 
of migrant life can be lessened. 
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MIGRANT MINISTRY 


gelical outreach. 


Individuals are helping by giving their time to 
serve ON migrant committees, or as a volunteer working 


directly in a migrant camp. 


Young people are investing their summer in this 
service. Working together in ecumenical teams they are 
serving in hundreds of camps and ministering to thou- 


sands of people. 


Everyone can help. If you are unable to serve on a 
committee or work in a camp, there are still supplies 
to be gathered, equipment to be purchased, money to 


be raised and attitudes to be changed. 


Yes, in Home Missions there is a job for YOU and 


for EVERYONE! 


DIVISION OF HOME MISSIONS 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
Western Area Office 
3330 West Adams Blvd., Los Angeles 18, California 


FRESNO AREA MIGRANT MINISTRY 
2211 KERN STREET 
FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 


A CHRISTIAN MINISTRY 
TO 
YOUR NEIGHBORS IN NEED 


This is your ministry, your outreach to neighbors in need. 
You are a part of every act of kindness, of every religious serv- 
ice of every program, of every spoken word. Each time the 
“HARVESTER” visits a migrant camp, you are the unseen 
assistant. 


These missionaries represent you, your church and your 
denomination. More than thirty years ago, the major denomina- 
tions agreed that their concern for and ministry to the agricul- 
tural migrant would be expressed and channeled through the 
Division of Home Missions of the National Council of Churches. 
During these years the Division of Home Missions has become 
a symbol of the churches working together to bring the 
Christian message to these people. 


Today the opportunity and challenge is greater than ever. 
Over two and a half million men, women, boys and girls follow 
the crops. For them “home is where the crops are ripe.” We 
depend upon them for they follow the crops. They depend upon 
us, so we follow them. 


Fetlarvester 
Division of tome Missions 


THE CHURCH MOVES IN 


When families are on wheels, so is the Church. It makes 
a difference when the Church moves in. Something happens to 
the camp, to families, to the people, when the Church is there. 


Frequently, the Harvester is the only Church with which the 
migrant is familiar. For them it is a magic word opening doors 
of opportunity, of happiness, of spiritual growth. It, too, has 
become a symbol of the Churches working together in a 
Christian ministry of service and love. Of all the wonderful 
things the Harvester brings, the most wonderful is Christian 
friendship. 


“Oh God, today has been different because the Harvester 
came to our camp. Send it again, soon.” 


HOME! WHAT IS THAT? 


For the migrant it is often a crowded truck, a tent, a 
clap board cabin, or even a box car. When you follow the 
crops, the things which make a home must be left behind. 
Books, pictures, linens, dishes, and the many keepsakes 
remain only as dreams, for there is no room. No room for 
Sally's doll, for Jose’s dog or Juventino’s bicycle. 


Friendship, too, requires time and there is never time. 
School is a luxury few can hope to enjoy. Church is for 
those who have “nice” clothes and who “belong” to the 
community. Strangers with no home, needed for the har- 
vest, but seldom accepted as neighbors. 


“Oh God, if there is to be a tomorrow, please let it 
be different.” 


WHAT ABOUT TOMORROW ? 


The long row of cotton, the heavy hamper of beans, 
the aching back under the boiling sun...is this all the 
future holds for the migrant child? Doesn’t the world care 
that here is a child denied its birthright of laughter 
and adventure? 


The Church cares...and is reaching out to help. Clinics, 
health education, day care and welfare referrals help to 
preserve life. Recreation brings joy, while classes, clubs, 
education and handicraft give purpose to living. It is the 
spiritual ministry which lifts life from its rut, gives it 
depth and destiny, and points the heart to God. 


“Oh God, give to Thy people compassion and wisdom 
that they might make tomorrow what we have dared to 
dream today.” 


What We Do 


MINISTRY TO CHILDREN 


Vacation Church Schools 
Story hours 

Child care centers 
Supervised play 


Traveling libraries 
Athletics 
Dramatics 

Crafts 


MINISTRY TO FAMILIES 


Worship services 

Home visits 

Personal counseling 
Referral to social agencies 
Choral groups 

Health clinics 


Community nights 
Table games 
Camp fire circles 
Picnics 

Singing games 
Motion pictures 


MINISTRY TO ADULTS 


Literacy classes 
Bible classes 
Parent education 


Labor management counseling 
Crafts 
Traveling libraries 


